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England and Holland were indifferent, and therefore
unlikely to support the Emperor. Spain and Sardinia
joined with the spoiler and attacked the Austrian domi-
nions in Italy.
It is obvious that it now became a matter of import-
ance for Austria to secure the friendship of Prussia.
When France declared war, Frederick William, though
personally inclined to favour Stanislaus, offered to sup-
port the Emperor on the Rhine with 30,000 or 40,000
men. Such, however, was the infatuation of Austria
Infatuation that she refused this handsome offer from jea-
of Austria. ]OUSy of the rising power of Prussia, and curtly
demanded the contingent of 10,000 which Frederick
William was bound by treaty to supply.
The king was bitterly mortified by the refusal and
by the studied neglect and contempt of the Austrian
Tr . . f Court, which persisted in regarding him as a
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Frederick subject and an inferior. But he was not yet
William. prepared to throw himself into the arms of
France, for, apart from the consideration that he would
thereby lose the Imperial guarantee of Juliers and Berg,
he was too mindful of his position as a prince of the
Empire to join with a power engaged in dismembering it.
Moreover, he had more regard for treaties than was
common at that time. Yet the situation was one from
which his more clear-headed and less scrupulous son
would assuredly have found means to extract some ad-
vantage for Prussia.
In June, 1734, Dantzig capitulated, but Stanislaus
made his escape into Prussian territory, whereupon the?
Emperor demanded that he should be given up to the
Russians. Frederick William indignantly refused to do-
anything of the kind; nor was he more disposed to com-
pliance when Charles went on to demand the dismissal
of the French ambassador from Berlin because the

